Name:  __________________________________________________

Period:  _________

Odyssey Background Information

Written by __________________________ around ______________BC. It is an Epic Poem, passed down 
though generations.
Based on  __________________________ ______________________________.

	Characteristics

of an epic
	1. Has an _________________________________________
2. Characters are ______________________ but ______________
and have ________________ like _________________ _________.
3. Includes ______________________________________
4. Epics are __________________ but ______________________



	Homer’s epics became the basis for Greek education. 
1. They include: 
2. They tell: 
3. They express: 



	The Iliad
Causes of the Trojan War
	Probable/Historical Cause:

· Troy, a city in modern day Turkey, controlled all _________________________________ and ___________________________________.  
· Once Troy was destroyed, the Greeks could take control to expand their _________________________________ as much as they pleased. 
· So, the Greeks declared _______________ on Troy to gain ________________________________________. 


	
	Legendary Cause:

Lasted 10 years until:



	The Odyssey

Three Plot Strands
	1. Odysseus’ journey home to _______________ after ____________
2. What happens in Ithaca while Odysseus is away—his wife 

_____________________ and his son _______________________
have been waiting for him.
3. Odysseus’ return to ______________________ and his fight to 
______________________________________________________.



