SUSTAINED SILENT READING GUIDELINES

One of the expectations of this course is that students will read and analyze a text choice independently.  With that in mind, you will have a chance to pick a text (any genre – science fiction, horror, romance, autobiography, etc.) and will have the opportunity to read silently in class.  My expectation is that you will complete at least one book during the six-week period.
· You must read 25 pages on your own BETWEEN the scheduled class-reading times and record how many pages you read in the left hand column of your log.  I will initial the chart when you enter class and before you leave for the day.  
· Sustained silent reading time will rotate (generally every 3rd class meeting).  You are expected to bring your book with you to every class meeting – if you do not have your book in class on designated reading days, your SSR grade will be penalized.

· Your grade will be determined by your level of responsibility 

· Did you bring your book (without having to run to your locker to get it?)
· Did you read during the entire allotted time?  
· Did you complete the written assignment for that SSR day?  
· You will have a short written assignment to complete after you read.  Each week’s assignment may vary and you will choose the topic about which you write based on options I will provide.
· If you are absent on a SSR day for any reason (including school-sponsored trips), you must make up your reading time by simply coming in to my room and reading for the time you missed.  Otherwise, your grade for that day will remain a 0.  All SSR days will be averaged as one grade – take advantage of this easy opportunity to boost your average!

The Learning Task Grades you earn will be based on the following expectations:
	100
	Student:

· has chosen book in class; 

· reads in a focused manner for the allotted time;

· thoroughly completes the written response

	85
	Student:

· failed to bring chosen book to class;

· reads in a focused manner for allotted time;
· completes the written response but might lack detail and elaboration

	70
	Student:

· failed to bring chosen book to class;

· has not read outside of class;
· submits an incomplete written response;

· struggles to remain focused on  text in class

	60
	Student:
· failed to bring chosen book to class;

· has not read outside of class;

· does not submit a written response; 

· distracts others; requires more than one redirection in class; does not actively read in class


Active Reading Means…
P - Making predictions about what will happen next.


“I predict that…because…”

“In the next chapter I think…”


“I wouldn’t be surprised if…”

Q - Asking questions about what is happening in the story.


“I wonder why… “ OR “I wonder what it means when…?”


“Why doesn’t (the character)…?”

R – Having reactions to what is happening in the story.


“When I read about…it made me think of…


“Reading this reminds me of…”


“I was surprised/disappointed/confused/angry/etc. when…”

V – Visualize what you are reading about the setting, the characters, etc.


“When I imagine where the story is taking place, it looks like…” because the book says…


“When I think about what ______ (character name) looks like, I think they…” because the book       

                 says…

C – Critique what you are reading.

“I felt…when…”


“I think the character should have…”


“In my opinion…”

S – Write a short summary of what you have read.


“The most important events were…”


“In this chapter the main character…”


“In this reading I discovered that…”

I – Make an inference about what is happening that isn’t being talked about.


“This is what I think is really going on here…”


“I think this is what’s happening…”


“The main character is ____________ (character trait), which is shown by the way he/she…”

T – Discuss the theme of your book.


“This story made me realize…”


“I think (main character) learned that…”


“The message of the story was…”

L – Discuss the literary devices your author uses.


“The author used ______ to show…”

O – Answer the question your teacher gives you, using OER format.  Remember to use ACE.

